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TRADE SCHOOL VS. 4-YEAR COLLEGE

College can be intimidating; it's not a massive party and a guarantee
that you’re going places. Okay, to not completely deflate your
dreams, college truly is an experience and with opportunity to follow;
however, around 40% of students drop out of 4-year colleges.

That doesn’t mean that’s going to be you, and 4-year colleges do
have tremendous benefits. Universities add a certain prestige to
your qualifications, and it's challenging to do well throughout and
employers will recognize the dedication a graduate offers. Also,
certain degrees require at least four years if not a Master’s or a
Doctorate so it matters what field you’re considering and depending
on your marks, the education and teaching at certain institutes can
be noticeably more beneficial.

With that being said, 4-year programs aren’t for everyone, and you’re
not alone if you’re that someone who would like an alternative
approach. In fact, other countries like Germany have instilled
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programs in which their youths are placed in certain fields where
they will succeed more, and it benefits both the individual and the
economy—and no, I'm not just talking about car engineers, soccer
players, and Oktoberfest planners.

Here are the benefits to trade school: The length to a degree is
shorter, the cost is considerably less, programs are career specific,
and learning a trade provides you with job security. Also, trade
schools have started offering scholarships, and the median entry-
level salary for trade jobs is about $20,000 more than that of a 4-year
degree (depending on the field). One could argue that you can grow
more with a Bachelor’s or higher degree which is true, but you can
also grow in your trade.

Now you just need to figure out what you want to do with your life.
Easy!
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It's not as frightening as it sounds, so calm down.
College is around the corner, but taking a little time to
get organized will go a long way. Here are some things
to think about (take a deep breath). Why would you take
a breath to think? Anyway, just to name a few...

« College, Trade School or Community College,
Military, or another direction.

« Taking the PSAT which is practice for the SAT and
qualifies you for the National Merit Scholarship.

« Taking the SAT, ACT, SAT Subject Tests, and AP
Exams.

+ Your college long- and short-list based on cost,
location, size, special programs, careers, or whatever
you find to be important.

« Booking internships and boosting your college
application with extra-curricular activities.

« Finding scholarships and obtaining letters of
recommendation.

+ What career field you want to pursue.

Phew, you can decompress, take a selfie, see what
your friends are posting, and now we’re back. It's
amazing what you can accomplish in a few seconds
with technology. All this may seem overwhelming,
but luckily for you, you have a plethora of resources
to assist in your plan. There are college fairs, you can
arrange meetings with university reps and alums, talk to
your school counselor, contact which institutes interest
you and ask questions, and of course, use Google for
endless research. Again, technology is incredible.

You may wonder what's with the obsession of
technology right now—if not, you’re still going to find out.
You should pick a career field based on your interests
first and foremost, but also take into consideration
jobs that are on the rise and will last. We obviously will
continue to rely on technology, so professions such as
computer software engineers and system analysts are
in-demand now, and other jobs like app developers and
mathematicians will continue to be relevant.

Another field that will always be needed is healthcare.
You don’t have to go and spend a million dollars to
become a surgeon, but there are other hot options
like registered nurses, physical therapists, skin care
specialists, and optometrists (people’s eyes are affected
by computer screens).

Here are a few other examples:

« In-Demand Now: Fitness Trainers, Occupational
Therapists, and Biomedical and Environmental
Engineers.

« Industries on the Rise: Construction including
Mining, Civil Engineering, and Architecture.

« The Future: Market Research Analysts, Actuaries,
and Speech Language Pathologists.

Do what you want to do, but also consider other options.
For example, if you've wanted to write since the first
book you read or the first time you put pen to paper
then be a writer. However, it doesn’t have to be your
day job. Follow your passions, but also stay organized,
because you don’t necessarily have to sacrifice one
thing to have another.
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It's been a long time since Napster came out. What’s Napster you ask?
Nothing you should worry about. The difference between then and now
is that the artists benefit from downloadable tracks instead of being
ripped off like they were years ago.

We live in an era where music is easily accessible, and the good news
is that all artists get paid whether or not you subscribe or stream for free
because of advertising and companies selling your data (yikes).

If you’re paying for services such as Apple or Spotify, you’re getting
convenient ad-free music, unlimited space to store your endless
downloads, and first listen to new releases. It's great for the music lover
and the musician.

If you stream for free it's most likely because you don’t want to fork over
$5-$10 a month and don’t listen enough to make it worth the price. You
still have access to what you listen to, but with commercials and without
downloads and “premium” perks.

Either way, feel free to help those starving musicians out, but beware of
over-saturation. You can easily download which means others can easily
upload—don’t convince yourself every track is worth storing.




